
Did you know? 
Heavy-duty diesel trucks and buses account for less 
than 6% of the miles driven by highway vehicles in the 
U.S., but they are responsible for: 

• 25% of smog-causing pollution from highway 
traffic, 

• over half of the soot (particulate matter) from 
highway traffic, and 

• 6% of the nation’s global warming pollution. 
(Clean Cities 2000) 

Why do fleet managers want to use biodiesel? 
Biodiesel offers fleet operators a safer, cleaner al-
ternative to petroleum diesel with similar horsepower, 
torque and mileage. Biodiesel has a higher flash 
point than petroleum diesel, and is biodegradable 
and non-toxic. 
These qualities make biodiesel is one of the safest 
fuels for fleet crews to handle, use and store. 
Biodiesel is also better for fleet crews because 
biodiesel exhaust is less offensive. 
For workers that spend their days working around 
fleets, biodiesel offers a noticeable difference in 
exhaust odor and eye irritation. 
Biodiesel provides exceptional lubricity which in turn 
leads to lower maintenance costs, less equipment 
downtime and longer equipment life. 

Are you the manager of a tax-exempt fleet? 
There are numerous financial incentives that fleet 
managers can use to get their directors interested 
in purchasing biodiesel. 
Under Pennsylvania’s Act 178, the State will pay for 
the incremental cost of using biodiesel for fleets 
belonging to entities such as school districts, mu-
nicipalities and non-profits. This means that fleets 
can use biodiesel at no added cost, regardless of 
the difference in fuel prices. 
Also, biodiesel usage is the most cost effective 
means of complying with federal regulations such 
as EPAct. 
Tax-exempt fleets of 10 vehicles or more can meet 
up to 50% of their AFV acquisition credits by using 
biodiesel. Under this biodiesel fuel use credits pro-
vision, fleets may choose to operate existing diesel 
vehicles that weigh more than 8,500 lbs. on blends 
of biodiesel in lieu of purchasing a new alternative 
fuel vehicle. 
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